
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 28, 2021 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

Almost nine years ago, Bishop Shelton Fabre hired Grace Donnaud to be the new parish secretary here 

at Our Lady of the Rosary. She generously helped Bishop Fabre bring the parish through a difficult time.  

Under the pastorate of Father Ken, Grace continued to serve the parish faithfully. When I was told that I 

would follow Fr Ken as the next pastor and before that was announced publicly, I asked Fr. Ken for a meeting 

to learn what I could from him about the parish. We met for two hours that day as he shared with me some of 

the wisdom and experience he had learned in his four years as pastor. The thing I remember most vividly of that 

meeting was his glowing description of Grace. He said that Grace was the best secretary he had ever worked 

with—very high praise from a man who has spent his life serving the church in many different parishes and in 

the chancery of the archdiocese.  

And Fr. Ken was right.  

Grace has been an indispensable member of our parish community for me as a pastor in my first parish. I 

have been continually impressed by her patience in dealing with difficult situations. I have been touched by her 

compassion, as she would often share tears with parishioners who were experiencing a crisis in their life or the 

loss of their loved one. I have been inspired by her selfless service, as she has regularly gone above and beyond 

her job description as a parish secretary.  

Grace has been a great source of information as part of the institutional memory of our parish (and my 

memory in moments of forgetfulness). She has been a valued advisor who is willing to tell me when I have a 

bad idea. And she has become a dear friend. As I became a pastor for the first time, her assistance has made my 

job easier than I ever could have imagined.  

Now, after much prayer and discernment, Grace has decided that the time has come for her to step down 

from her role as parish secretary for Our Lady of the Rosary. She plans to retire at the end of this coming 

January. As difficult as it is for me to lose Grace, who is such an irreplaceable member of our staff, I am 

heartened by her insistence that she will continue to be an active member of our parish and will continue to 

contribute to the wonderful family of faith that she has helped to build and sustain.  

I ask you, all of our parishioners, to express to Grace your gratitude for all the many ways that she has 

served our parish and for the ways that she has served you personally. I look forward to honoring Grace 

properly as her time as parish secretary comes to an end.  

Most of all, thank you, Grace! 

 

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

         
        Fr. Jonathan Hemelt 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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